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Top 20 Swiss Watch Brands Revealed by Morgan
Stanley

Any guesses which watchmaker takes the crown?
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An annual report into the state of the Swiss watch industry has drawn up
a Top 20 list of the most powerful brands in the industry.

Investment bank Morgan Stanley and watch industry expert LuxeConsult,
have published their fourth annual report on the industry and the
performance of the individual brands, based on available figures and
accounts.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Rolex took the top spot, for the fourth year in a
row, with nearly 25% market share and annual sales of CHF 4.42bn
($4.7bn USD) accumulated through the sale of some 810,000 watches.

One less obvious result was the strength of Rolex’s stablemate Tudor,
which relaunched globally in 2012 and crept into the Top 20 six years
later, now sitting in 14th position thanks to the sale of nearly quarter of a
million watches. The pair’s estimated combined sales of $5.1bn USD
puts them within touching distance of the combined $5.16bn USD annual
sales of Swatch Group’s thirteen brands and surpassing the $4.28bn
USD brought in by Richemont’s eleven brands.

Second place goes to Swatch Group’s Omega, which the report
estimates sold 500,000 watches, generating revenues of CHF $1.865bn
USD while third is occupied by Richemont’s cashcow, Cartier, which sold
430,00 watches making $1.73bn USD.

While this top three pecking order has remained constant over the past
four years, Longines was overtaken in 2020 by Patek Philippe, which is
estimated to have generated sales of $1.23bn USD from some 53,000
watches. Longines generated $1.215bn USD through the sale of 1.5m
watches.

Audemars Piguet held onto its 6th place ranking, while Tissot (which is
thought to sell 2.4m watches each year) was leapfrogged by the
juggernaut that is Richard Mille. TAG Heuer and IWC round out the Top
10 by retaining their 9th and 10th spots respectively.

Positions 11-20 are occupied by Breitling, Hublot, Jaeger-LeCoultre,
Tudor, Vacheron Constantin, Panerai, Bulgari, Breguet, Blancpain and
Rado, respectively.

Brands in the ascendancy include Tudor and Breitling, which boasts
renewed vigor under the leadership of George Kerns, whilst Jaeger-
LeCoultre, Vacheron Constantin, Panerai, Breguet and Rado all appear to
have lost ground.

In other watch news, Phillips has uncovered a ‘lost’ Patek Philippe that
rewrites the history books.

BREITLING IWC CARTIER TAG HEUER ROLEX AUDEMARS PIGUET OMEGA

TUDOR RICHARD MILLE TISSOT SEE MORE )

Shop on HBX

Share Best Newest Oldest

14 Comments !1 Login

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS

Name

Email

Password

I agree to Disqus' Terms of Service

I agree to Disqus' processing of email and IP address, and the use of cookies, to facilitate my authentication
and posting of comments, explained further in the Privacy Policy

I agree to additional processing of my information, including ?rst and third party cookies, for personalized
content and advertising as outlined in our Data Sharing Policy

Join the discussion…

?

→

buttlord69™

• Reply •

− ⚑

⏲ 2 years ago edited

Only on Hypebeast would they clickbait a "Top 20" article and not include the top 20, lmao.

Edit: They added it lol
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killyourselfbruh  
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− ⚑> buttlord69™
⏲ 2 years ago

These writers at hypebeast are terrible
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Sam S. 
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− ⚑

⏲ 2 years ago

Seems like Rolex makes as many watches as McDonald's makes burgers but you still can't ?nd a sports stainless steel Rolex
at a fair price. I guess the market will pop when everyone in the world ?nally owns a Rolex and that can't be that far off.
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−This comment was deleted. −

buttlord69™ 
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⏲ 2 years ago

I de?nitely agree with you that the average person who buys a Rolex probably does so for exactly the
reason you said, just because it's one of those things you can do once you get some scratch together
and it's ultimately meaningless. It's also one of those things you'd regret after you have your "Behind
the Music" moment, if you're ever unfortunate enough.

That said, I don't think everybody who gets a nice watch does it for pretentious reasons. I know this is a
weird example, but Pewdiepie was talking about how somebody told him you should buy one for an
occasion, which he did when he got engaged. He said how in a case like that with fashion being so fast
and not wearing the stuff you bought a year ago, having one consistent piece of your wardrobe (the
watch) is nice, and since it's associated with a memory you're more attached to it. Ultimately, hard to
hate on somebody spending that kind of scratch on a watch when I'm spending 500 dollars on drop-
crotch Rick pants or 400 dollars on a hoodie I've worn like twice lmao, it's all just consumerism in the
end.
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Just buy a Timex Weekender. :)
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The Gramps 

• Reply •

− ⚑> Guest
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Yeah. Don't do that fam. Rock the Rolex instead.
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buttlord69™ 
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− ⚑> Guest
⏲ 2 years ago

If it makes you feel any better I started balding before I was even 20. Like, I'm pretty sure I
was still in high school. I pop propecia like tictacs, but I'm sad to report it's a losing battle.
I'm going to have to give up at some point and I'm not even 30 yet.
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buttlord69™ 
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Yeah, not really sure what I'll wear if I start shaving my head. What do you ?nd makes that
look work?

 1  0
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• Reply •

− ⚑> Guest
⏲ 2 years ago

So quit your whining and complaining and wear yur $50 quartz Timex and tell everyone how
it keeps just as good time as the (?ll in the blank). Or since it sounds like yur some sort of
artist, design yur own. There are watchmakers who will execute personal designs.
Sheeeesh.
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• Reply •

− ⚑

⏲ 2 years ago edited

Sorry, but I'm not going to invest in a Rolex north of 5K only to have some idiot ask me if it's "real" when I'm wearing it. I'll
stick with my Omega, Oris, Tag Heuer, Tissot, and Movado watches thank you very much. There are also many other Swiss
watches out there that are reasonably priced and with the same build quality as the brands mentioned in this article.
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I really like my new, black, limited edition Ball Engineer II Rainbow Marvelight. And the AD was clearing inventory
so I got it lower than I'd ever seen one before. LOL. I alternate it with my Seiko Presage, Hamilton automatic, and
Timex (yes, Timex) Navi automatic. I could get a Datejust but can't justify the prices they want for any Rolex. As I
watch numerous watch channels on UTube, it seems to me many of them, while bewailing this, that or the other
thing about Rolex, all have to check the box at least once. LOL. But yur right there are MANY watches out there
that are $200 to $4,000, enuff to keep you interested for a lifetime. Seiko, Ball, Oris, Hamilton, Longines, Rado,
Mido, Steinhart . . . I could go on for a lot longer. I eventually want to get an anOrdain enamel dial.
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rolex is the vanilla ice cream of luxury timepieces
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True dat. Very ?ne watches, no doubt, but not to be considered high horology by any means. Not in the same
league as Patek, Vacheron, A. Lange, Chopard (the upper end ones), Audemar Piguet, JLC, H. Moser, etc.
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Oh, and F.P. Journe, of course.
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CASETiFY and Kakao Friends
Reunite for Second Tech
Collaboration
Inspired by vintage grocery store trips.
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A Ma Maniére x Awake NY Unveils
Collaborative COLOR CODE Capsule
Marking their inaugural partnership.
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BAIT Joins Columbia Sportswear's
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more.
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Niantic CEO Teases Company's
Upcoming AR Headset
A project dating back to 2017.
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